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3 cars supported by NEXUS Automotive International  
at the start of the Tour Auto 2022 

 

 

 

The start of the Tour Auto 2022 is fast approaching. Among the 230 crews taking part in this 31st 

edition, there will be 3 vehicles from the Carzilla team, supported by NEXUS Automotive 

International to meet a dual objective: the transmission of automotive passion and the promotion 

of original quality parts manufacturers. This year, an original 1957 BMW Isetta, the smallest car 

allowed to take part in the race, will stand out! 

 

 

21 April 2022, Geneva – After two editions held in September, the Tour Auto returns to its 

springtime habits and will take place this year from 25 to 30 April. The vehicles will be on display to 

the public in Paris on 24 and 25 April, for the first time at the Porte de Versailles, before setting off 

for the official start on Tuesday 26 April from the Château de Rambouillet. For five days, the cars will 

travel along some of the most beautiful roads in France, towards the Principality of Andorra, via La 

Baule, Limoges, Bordeaux and Pau. Among them, two Lancia Fulvia 1600 HFs and a BMW Isetta from 

the Carzilla team supported by NEXUS Automotive International. 

 

 

Two Lancia Fulvia regulars in the competition 

 

Besides the 1971 Lancia Fulvia 1600 HF, driven by Victor Fernandes and co-driven by Gaël Escribe 

(CEO of NEXUS Automotive International), winners of their class and 3rd in the general regularity 

ranking in 2020, we will find the 1972 Lancia Fulvia 1600 HF, driven by a regular competitor, Marc 

Jay, and co-driven by his son Thomas Jay, winners in their class and winners of the general regularity 

ranking in 2021. These are two experienced crews who will aim for victory in their respective classes. 

 

 

An unprecedented 1957 BMW Isetta 

 

For the first time in the ‘modern era’ of the Tour Auto, a BMW Isetta 600, the smallest car authorized 

to take part, will set off. Originally manufactured in Italy by the ISO brand, the Isetta is a micro-

vehicle built under license by the Bayerische Motoren Werke. It is marked out by its front door and 

its rear engine. Only 34,813 units of the 600 version were produced between 1957 and 1959. 
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The Carzilla car has a unique and clear history: registered in February 1958, it proudly displays its 64 

years of age and only 5,000 kilometers on the clock. Until November 2021, the BMW Isetta 

slumbered peacefully, its four wheels placed on carpets in the heated garage of a house in the small 

town of Braunschweig, 80 kilometers from Hanover in Germany. Its owner since 1988, now in his 

80s, was an active member of the Isetta Club, brand of which he owned all the versions (250, 300, 

600 and 700). He devoted the utmost care to it - the car has never been under the rain – and he only 

agreed to part with it to entrust it to the truly passionate of the Carzilla team.  

 

The Isetta arrived in France at the end of 2021 and arrived at the Ecaut garage-school in Viuz-en-

Sallaz, where it has been serviced and made reliable by Mattéo and Mathias, two young people in 

training who will provide assistance to their ‘baby’ during the Tour Auto! 

 

The teams at Renovatio, the first European digital operator dedicated to classic car parts and a 

member of NEXUS Automotive International, have once again demonstrated their expertise, 

identifying and sourcing parts for a vehicle as rare as the Isetta. 

 

The BMW Isetta, which will proudly set off as the No. 1 car, will be driven by an all-female crew 

composed of: 

• Mélanie Astles, aerobatics champion and friend of the BMW brand. Six times French 

champion, she has finished several times in the Top 10 of the World and European aerobatic 

championships. 

• Mary Quincy, professional photographer who shares her passion and her most beautiful 

moments of travel with her numerous followers on Instagram. 

 

 

A team built around strong values 

 

The Carzilla team was created in 2019 around 2 strong values: the transmission of passion and the 

defence of the automobile heritage. 

 

Once again this year, NEXUS, with the support of the Motul Corazon Foundation, has offered the 

opportunity to two young talents in training at the Ecaut garage-school to ensure the mechanical 

preparation of the Isetta. They will also provide assistance to the 3 vehicles during the race. A 

magnificent adventure in prospect for Mattéo and Mathias. 
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Carzilla is committed to promoting quality parts made by original equipment manufacturers. Indeed, 

prestigious players in the automotive aftermarket operating in the classic field will be present beside 

NEXUS Automotive International for this Tour Auto 2022. Loyal partners such as Bakelit, Bosch, 

Bosal, Calorstat, Clas, Mecafilter, Mintex, Motul or SKF, but also new supports such as Bridgestone / 

Speedy, eBay, Glasurit, Gates, KYB or Omia. 

 

These partners have all participated in the technical preparation of the 3 vehicles, providing many 

original parts. 

 

 

 

Tour Auto Press Contact 
Action Media  
Lola Bendavid  
l.bendavid@actionmedia.fr  
 
 
About NEXUS Automotive International 

Established in 2014, NEXUS is shaping the future of the automotive aftermarket. Thanks to an entrepreneurial global 

mindset, N! disrupts the automotive aftermarket bringing innovative solutions for a more sustainable, digital and 

connected mobility, while supporting its Community, wherever distributors and manufacturers are in the world, 

proving services to accelerate their growth. 

N! is offering new approaches and new ideas for a connected, global and consolidated world of tomorrow to secure 

the success of car and heavy duty spare parts distributors and manufacturers by connecting and accelerating growth 

for both. 

More information: NEXUS Automotive international 
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